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The January series saw a sm aller ent ry com pared to previous exam inat ion 

series. The Unit  1 paper com prises three sect ions designed to test  

candidates’ reading com prehension, writ ing and knowledge of gram m ar.  

 

Sect ion  1  ( Read in g )  

 

The m ain them e of the reading com prehension related to wom en’s st ruggle 

to gain freedom  and achieve their  goals. The length of the passage was 

adequate for candidates with different  reading speeds and com prehension 

skills.  The text  was designed to test  candidates’ reading com prehension 

through six quest ions which required candidates to respond using their  own 

words and write style, based on specific inform at ion found in the text .  

 

The m ajority of candidates provided relevant  responses to the quest ions. 

They showed a good understanding of the nature of the quest ions and they 

were able to ident ify the correct  detail from  the text .  Candidates who had 

predom inately use their  own writ ing style and vocabulary were m ore 

successful. 

 

However, a sm all num ber of candidates found it  difficult  to organise their 

thoughts. They gave answers that  were not  direct ly related to the text ,  

especially in Q1c.  They im provised on their  com prehension of the text  by 

using their  own ideas and thoughts.  As a consequence, candidates were 

less successful in achieving good m arks. 

 

The overall perform ance and responses to the quest ions in this sect ion were 

good. Candidates tended to perform ed very well in Q1e and 1f, as these two 

quest ions required them  to use their  own style and opinions relat ing to 

wom en’s st ruggle and their  fight  for freedom .  

 

 

Sect ion  2  ( W r i t in g )  

 

Sect ion two of the assessm ent  is divided into two parts.  Part  One required 

candidates to answer two quest ions on the given text . The quest ions were 

designed to test  candidates’ reading com prehension, as well as their  wr it ing 

skills.   

 

Q1 of this sect ion was a less challenging task designed to test  candidates’ 

reading com prehension and abilit y to sum m arise the text  in good language 

and style.  

 

Part  Two of this sect ion required a m ore thorough understanding of the text  

from  Part  One.  Candidates are required to produce a piece of writ ing based 

on the them e of the text .  

 

The m ore successful candidates were those who m anaged to write a short  

story about  love leading to success and wealth, which corresponded direct ly 

with the spir it  of the text .   Candidates who were less successful were 

unable to produce a piece of writ ing based on the them e of the text .   

Consequent ly, they were unable to access the full range of the m arking 

cr iter ia for this task. 



 

 

 

 

Sect ion  3  ( Gr am m at ica l  u sag e)  

 

This sect ion was designed to test  candidates’ knowledge of Arabic gram m ar. 

I t  contained four quest ions which covered a wide range of gram m at ical 

concepts. I t  was encouraging to note that  candidate perform ance in this 

sect ion showed great  im provem ent . Many answers were thorough and 

reflected a higher level of teaching and preparat ion.  I t  was also very 

encouraging that  few candidates showed a weakness in their  understanding 

and applicat ion of gram m at ical features in Arabic. 
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